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A CASE OF BOWEL
ALDAB

b 4
Chennai Snake Par

b

The Aldabra tortoise (reoc
tortoises in the world. In its natural
four islands in the Aldabra atoll* ir
(estimated population: about 1,50,000
vul nerable to any interference t

A few mtroduced
Further, there are a number of
species has rarely brec
various dlseases that cz
species of tortoi
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On 26.6.99 it was repo
two days. As the animal was d
The animal started feeding from
reported sick and off feed.

Symptoms and Treatment

The tortoise was found tq be squ
come out of the pool, It was reported tc

The head and neck were tuc
10 come out of the pool and made to
cloaca and the mouth and visible mucou
be detected. The dung sample which was
the presence of ova of gastro-intesti al pe
Ova could be detected. But the excreta co.

It was force-fed with two bar
during the feeding of fruits with th
the same treatment and force feedir it

Observations

On 14.7.99, the tortoise w:
for the preViOUS two “f,{\ . It co:
continued to lie down in tl
move out of the pool
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Followed the same line o
svrup and Liva2 drops and i/m in

A small bunch of neem leave

R

16.7.99: The tortoise

Not vet passed any motion,  Ce
Nodamm nigram leaves to induce

17,7.99: The tortoise passed !
considerable amount of undigeste
(AristogyD) 2ml, Liv32 drops - Sml an
siven. We continued with the fmlt i

18.7,99 10 20.7.99: We © |

21.7.99: The tonmsewas
continued to show reluctance to feed ¢
diet. Oral medication: Continned A
Sml). ‘

22.7.99: Continued wi
quantities of dung. Consisten
found in the dung. The tor
fooding with fruits,.
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28.7.99: The tortoise totally recovered and was feeding normally.
Normal bowel movement was observed.

29.7.99: From this date on, the tortoise was fed on alternate days as
was done before it became sick and with its normal feed of mixed vegetables and

fruits

Discussion

The Aldabra tortoise developed the condition of bowel impaction probably
due to feeding with coarse Ficus leaves and mud contaminated food (accidentally).

Apart from force feeding with laxative diet, judicious administration of
antibiotics both by oral and by parental route, as well as administration of gastne
and hepatic stimulants, helped in the recovery of the animal.




Cobra, Vol. 37. 1999

DISTRIBUTION
KANYAKUMARI ]

Chennai Snake Park,

R-Jq ‘
M.S. Swaminathan Researc

The Kanyakumari dlsmct
India. In relief, this district varies fi
wet evergreen forests in the higher al
to hills over 1000 metres. A
which includes dense tropical wet
plantations in the lower elevations.
such as rice, tapioca, etc. 5

The hills of this distr ctare
qmteagoodnmﬂ)uti MIC SPe
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from tlus,
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ble 1. Reptilian fauna of Kanaya kumari District

The mugger was not seen recently. However, there have been
reports from Pechiparai and Perunjani reservoirs within the
district. Some were said to have been introduced in these
reservoirs in the early 1980s.




This rare lizard was collected in the hills only once.

This agamid lizard has also been recorded in the
hills.

Common in the drier plains.

Rare species noticed more frequently during
1960s. During 1990s very few specimens seem.
B | This rock lizard is commonly seen in




Very common species not identified upto species level g
possibly braminus.

Only one specimen was collected from the hills.




Seen in stagnant water bodies in plains and hills.

phiesma stolata Common in plains.

Four specimens recorded in the rubber plantations.

| The common cobra is frequently encountered in the plains and
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INDIVIDUAI
RETICULATED PY"

In doing field.
as the animals shed thei
However, this ca

expensive (Daniel,

As a way «
disparities in popul
individual Indian py
successfully attem;
is possible from :
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(1) Head blotch

(2) Eye Streak

(3) Dorsal blotch

4) Dorso-lateral blotch
(5) Lateral blotch

£

The head, dorsal and lat
was some amount of fusion, .g.
All connected blotches were cour

In reticulated pythons, the blo ch

black borders. The blotches were

. Head blotch : Small dark
head and within the light- col¢

. Dorsal blotch :
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Reticulated python

The 14 specimens V ere 1
siblings. Close observation v
The head area was distinct in €
respectively) and an arrow in
variations in the degree of conn
clutch showed open/closed ring
U-shaped 1st dorsal blotch.

Inference

Blotch structure and arrangen
Indian pythons-and, with a little mo;
not to use the background color a
moulting. It is possible that this me
species with distinct blotches

known whether blotch structure
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SOME RECENT HERPE" .
SUNDARVA!
DISCOVERY CE

Abdul Jamil Urfi,* Keshubha Jet

Sundarvan Natur
$.M. Road, Jod
Ahmedabnd, %"f

Sundarvan Nature Dlscovery Cel
show held in Ahmedabad in 1978, The |
Sarabhai Community Science Cent
Development (NFD), World Wide Fund f
Snake Park Trust (now, Chennai Snake Pa:
which was attended by nearly 60,000 persor
demonstrated the potential of using snake
in stimulating a process of inquiry into na
Educational Foundation, donated land to
education activities could go on and the
was formally inaugurated by Dr. mA
is a facility of the Centr
recognised by the Central 2
forexcellence under the !
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Captive Breeding Research

Many snakes and reptiles breed naturally in Sunda'wan inside ‘thelr pits
(starred ol toise) and inside diaromas (saw scaled viper). A single male kéngcobm
(Ophiophagus hannah) from Sundarvan was transfered to the Madras Crocodile
Rank Trust for a captive breeding project in 1996. However, the most successful
planned project has been the breeding, rearing and release of Indian rock python
into the protected habitats in Gujarat.,

Sundarvan was successful in breeding the python in a 3m x 1.5m mesh
cage. The lengths of the male and female were 2,72m and 3.6m (cspectively. The
cage has an earthenware pot into which the snakes retire, besides a large tree
hr:!nch and a water-tub. On 23rd May, 1996 a total of 16 eggs ’WCI’.C observed and
after 54 days’ incubation they hatched. But, some of the hamchlu}ngs had to be
removed manually from their eggs shells. The full details of this project are
reported in Urfi (1997). With the approval of the CZA, four baby pythons we
retransferred to the Kamala Nehru Zoological Park in Ahmedabad in ‘1997. A
release plan for the remaining juveniles in the protected areas of Gujarat was
prepared and approvals obtained from the CZA and the state Forest Department.
The TUCN/SSC-RSG, Re-introduction Specialist Group in Nairobi, Kenya, made
available the latest IUCN re-introduction guidelines and also commented on the
proposal.

Pre-release planning included sub-species verification, veterinary
screening, recording morphometric parameters and head-marking patterns. A
couple of months before release, the snakes were regularly taken out of their
enclosure and allowed to move about in the park so that they beame acclimatized
to the natural habitat. Post-release monitoring was envisaged in our plan on the
basis of sighting records by locals and forest staff. Unfortunately, due to resource
constraints, direct monitoring could not be envisaged in this venture.

The Cheif Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) recommened
Shoolpaneshwar Sanctuary, Rajpipla (East) as one of the sites for release. On
[2th November, 1998, six pythons were released with the help of forest officials
deputed by the Deputy Conservator of Forests (D.C.F). The two release sites in
the forest were selected on the basis of their potential as python habitats and each
had a water body close-by with adequate vegetation cover (Urfi, 1999 a & b).
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survey of Reptilian Habitats in Gujarat

As a part of it’s ‘wetlands initiative
members have been surveying inland and coast
piodiversity. During some recent field s
pond in Kheda district, was observed for the
(Uett and Nareshwar, in prep). The Sundarvan t
marine biodiversity, especially birds and mari
el al. 1997), P

Since Sundarvan has a field office and
Gulf of Kachchh, an evaluation of sea turtle nes
with the following objectives: 1. identification o
of species of nesting sea turtles; 3. determin
conservation education with reference to sea |
conservation strategy for implementation. Studs

species of sea turtles are
(Lepidochelys olivacea) anc
leatherback sea turtle
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Evaluation of the Progi

Although the abov
decades, a decision 0 eve
senior author (AJU) joined
motivated us to undertake thi
to snake and reptile ecolog)
we were interested in knowir
frequencies? Was any sez
sort of places/habitats w
people in the city still ki
particular setiments? A

exercise was undertaken witk
of rescuing animals by
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pducation and Media

As discussed before, in: ('
is achieved very satisfactorily by u j
programmes of Sundarvan are b x ,
put briefly, live snake shows are p « I
coupled with distribution of take-a
illustrated talks. Sundarvan once tr
shows in villages in Saurashtu
approaches may be tried again. S
(for ¢.g. Nareshwar, 1997, 1998 :
explain the ecology and
studyv. The most particular academig
National Institute of Design (NID) >
(he viewpoint of ‘design in nature’.
emphasizing form and function of
film makers have in recent years
programmes.

Teble hSt [ Sund A
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12 hidian cobia
1 Common Lidian
L4 Saw sealod viper

14 Russell's viper
16 Indian rock python
17 Comman Indian monite

Note: Sundarvan’s rep
(o North Gujarat and Sa ‘.‘; |
tavourable prey apeolol el

Acknowledgements
Wo are
enmumgomem. hanks (¢

nmnumip\ e~
R fa_ﬁfa ) "




Cobra, Vol. 37. 1999

urfi. A, (1999 b): The Snake Conserv:
Drscovery Centre, Ahmedabad (Guj
14

Urfi. AJ.: Sundarvan Nature Discovery Ce
nature education.(in prep.).

Urfi, AJ., L.Raul, E.K.Nareshwar & F
history observations at Beyt Dy
Birdwatchers May/June:36-39,

Urfi. A.J. and Nareshwar,E.K. : Indian .
pond 1n Kheda district, i [
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Information on the biolo

richness are important criteria for identi
term conservation. The lower vertebrat

one oﬂhcbmmmform




(Cobra, Vi Vol. 37. 1999

——

Fifty-one species of reptiles belongingtq irteen fami ie
from Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary (Table 1)

Two tortoises, the Indian pond
gtarred tortoise, (ieochelone elegans are 4”,

w /|

first reported the latter from the area and n |
wildlife sanctuary.

',
%
‘!

Chamaeleo zeylanicus, Calotes '{)
frenatus and I1. triedrus arc common specie:
Cnemaspis kandianus was recorded from
(his species is considered as rare, recent repe
areas (Murthy, 1983; Thomas and Easa, 199 f

The ophidian fauna is represen -"_i |
belonging to the families typhlopidae, uropeltida
Ramphotyphlops braminus and Rhlnotyphlo ps €

isa widely distributed species reported as abung
acutus is considered as rare known uf‘ﬂ’n s
Calicut and Trichur in Kerala (Murthy,1990)
Typhlops porrectus was first descri
Bangalore and Travancore i
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was later reported from Mahars;

1983) r¢
urthy, 1990). Murthy (
o(?:dcumice in Chinnar extends

Chinnar Wildlife Sa
reptilian fauna. The area is co
number of species.

Table. 1. List of reptiles recorded

Testudinidae

Geochelone elegans (Sc
Emydidae

Melanochelys trijuga (sch‘! :
Gekkonidae | 4
Cnemaspis kandian

Cnemaspis graci
Geckae }
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(hamaeleonidae
Chamaeleo zeylanicus laurenti.
Scincidae

~ Mabuya macularius (Blyth) =
 Mabuya carinata (Schneider)
Mabuya bibronii (Gray)

Riopa punctata (Linnaeus)
Ophisops leschenaultii (Milne-]
Ristella rurkii Gray 3

Varanidae
Varanus bengalensis Daudin

Typhlopidae

Ramphotyphlops braminus }

Rhinotyphlops acutus P
Typhiops polteeii
Typhlops thurstor x

Uropeltidag
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33.  Dendralaphis tristis(Daw
34.  lycodon aulicus (Linnae
35.  Xenochrophis piscat

36. Chrysopelea ornata

37.  Amphiesma stolata (Li

38.  Amphiesma beddomei (G
39.  Macropisthodon plumb
40. Oligodon arnensis(Shaw
41. Oligodon taeniolatus (Gu
42. Boiga trigonatus (Schneid
43.  Ahaetulla dispar (Gunthe
44.  Ahaetulla nasutus (Ander
45.  Sibynophis subpunctatus(

Elapidac

Naja naja (Linnacus)
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STATUS O ' REPTIL

There are about 3,000 Sg
25 crocodiles in the world.
crocodiles are distributed in I
reptiles are objects of fear and s
All snakes are dreaded and kill
evolution and has to some exte
as the lay public may not see

The inadequate knowled
in conserving reptiles and their
reflect the individualistic,
scientific study.

Conservation aspects.
of India listed some speex
(1972) mainly in t

rarity, a few fie
saltwater ¢
~ animals fi
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and Rajasthan river sys}ems. .The salt
ndia. A small population gmsted in
mugger was much more difficult to |
However reports revealed that they

was declared to be rare.

As a result of the active i
mugger were raised from eggs in
177 gharials were also respe

Regular monitoring, research
the stock of Indian crocodiles to 10,

As a result of intensive protectior

hatcheries to wild undertaken by
organisations, the 5 species of marin
The Central Marine Fisheries Re
conservation. A

A status study

prompted t
conservatic
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been made on their ecological
deal with the taxonomic aspe
not provide a critical assessm
emphasise the lacunac in our k

The principal cause f
identificd ag habitat destrue 1
animals and the ccosystem, |
and results in potential loss o
in forestry and wildlife and_
severely. Forest fire, burning
causcs great dlsturbancc to gro
Collecting specimen for blol it
the population decline.

Various toxic chemical
The possible effect of the:
studied. It has b
depletion of b
is felt that ]
of reptile:
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A STRANGE FEEDING HAR

The garden lizard (Calotes v
on a wide variety of insects. Other
pirds and small mammals (Dar
yegetable matter also (Daniel and
(1991 & 1999) reported that it

cannibalism was reported by Sharma (

An adult male calotes fell

were kept for exhibition at the Chennz

moving within the enclosure. It was |
excreta of the green iguana. (Green i

(‘hennai Snake Park,
Rajbhavan Post,
Chennai - 600 022,
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Gujarat goes jurassic
A four-member M

at Kaur Bet in the Kutch
middle jurassic period

Landmark

fossilised skeletal .;Jn;”," 4
lake-bed may have been one ¢

back to almost 340 m
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