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Editorial

In a recent quiz programme conduct te
children named tortoises amongst the fe
favourites. Tortoises symbolise long li
with Cobra for volume 40 marks the cc
publication. What began as a humble init
has sustained itself over the years,

As always emphasised, Cobra has bee
message of amphibian and reptile cons
of both amateurs and profession el

made to highlight the need t
results emerged when rge
to take partinar

children did ot
neighbourhood

narrative on an

about the g

The artic
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The Chennai
programmes in rural sci
It was since realised that
reptiles within the city
reasoning that had prev.
for urban children are

o Children in cities do
frequently as their I
education is perceived
Urban children have gr
materials which enab
home. P
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children were divided into two age groups viz., 5-9 years (21 boys and 14
girls) and 10-15 years (70 boys and 22 girl

The quiz addressed nearly 250 six
asked directly to the children of the ag
and Tamil. Some of the questions wert
as photographs and projected slide
Children in the age group 10-15 ye
asked to write down the answers aft
questions were in English. No visuals we
participant in this group was asked t
and school. Additionally, each one
his/her most favourite reptile.

As a rule all children (both age g
Snake Park with instructions that th
read the various sign boards within
made to watch a 30 minute English videc
An analysis of the response of th
provided some interesting insights whick

Children in the age grou
such as 1) what does the hous
carry a jewel in ead?
questions correctly
reason. If on
rightly answerec

R A —— A ..t e e
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dil /m India? 4) Whai doss th “
f crocodile g ld
- a;n;n’ ;, Why do sea snakes have Nattened tailg? 0)'2::
ot snakes tonthar or hard? QUESEERLEPA A ere sl

the €£B $h° gl
answered by reasoning, th g

observing the video fi

£

Questions that were I
specics of common Ind
pites? and 2) hasjv a;
questions are difficult
answered correctly.

Most in the age gro
Amongst the first three ma
chameleon and turtles. Snakes
turned out to be popular ami
seemed to rank turtles righ
by the boys.

The answers did indicate tha
5-9, knew less about oul
our ones <

We found the exercis
how children ri 1o reptile;
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A PRELIMINARY CHECKLI
PENCH TIGER RESERVE, M

M. K. S. Pasha, G. /
K. Sankar and Qam
Wildlife Institute of India, P.O.

Dechradun, Uttar

Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR) (77° 557 1
22°¢ N), lies in the southwestern reg
reserve comprises of the Pench San
same name, covering an arca of 757
the National Park. The Pench River, {
name. flows through the centre of the Pa
Chindwara block and the eastern Seoni blog

The vegetation of PTR has been classif
the Tropical Moist Deciduous type and th
(Champion & Seth 1968). During the
divided into six major categories - teal
Butea-Zizyphus woodland, miscellane
Boswellia mixed forest and ripari
undulating, criss-crossed by sm
seasonal. The hills have [
number of valleys and
The mean altitude
$€asons: summ
(September - October
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(Bos gaurus) in PTR
species, belonging to 1 g
All sightings were betw:
been listed according t
of the BCPP-CAMP wo

The common cobra
types. All four specie
¢ncountered in the m
monsoon seasons. The
commonly sighted alon
fishes and aquatic insec
Was seen on four occasions. if
specimen recorded was abou
of two species of blind Sné
braminus) were found, unde

During the summer of
(Ptvas mucosus) were er
This may be because, |
in this region, Ith
this phenomenon (S
may be a p
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1: Checklist of snakes of Penc

Table

Family: Typhlopidae
Common worm snake

Beaked worm snake

Family : Boidae
Indian pvthon

Common sand boa
Red sand boa

Family : Colubridae
Common wolf snake
Striped keelback
Green keelback

Checkered keelback
Olive keelback
Common trinket snake
Rat snake

Common bronzeback
Common vine snake
Common cat snake
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2, Suresh Nagar, Du

Rajasthan is one of the §
low rainfall. Every third or fi
State. Summer months viz.
dry and most of the water bod
one drought year of a decade
number of molluscs, fish and
in this State.

Year 2000 is a severe drough
not left in the summer in a lar
Gangetic softshelled turtle

Dam of Bhilw
communities
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BITTEN BY A C(
(BUNGARUS

M.V. Ray

- M.S. Swaminathan F
III Cross, Taramar
Che @'

Snakebite is alwavs a hot m;_;v
movies have perhaps e‘\aggeratf
the likely outcome of it. Furthermor
matter, is not a death sentence“j
otherwise, have excited a lot of debz
resulting in unwarranted fear an SOI
panic can lead to: -

Improper treatment for 'ﬁ
Dangerous over-lreatment

occur. v
Complicating the outcome of the t
Unnecessary destruction of snakes

The followi e ‘
the outs_kirts'»‘ I ha
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and tied it round the base of my ri,
and tied it around my
for somecone to past
fortunate as shortly
Hospital. During al
that nothing actuall
power. At 11.40 am
rushed to the intensp

I was conscious all ¢l
me and after question
that it was a case of k

Immediately the
Before this a blood sa
pm I started having se
unable to control the
nurse did not allow m
the help of a friend |

cot. At 4.45pm I fel
Now I felt as if m
loosing sensatior
this I '\‘: \

op T ing :
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1d soon bc mormal. At S‘M e
:‘r;mlstcred OI“M PR two me
pe asked me 10 open my ¢
able to open them a Lty ;,
thumb tightly with my
minute he changed his h:
hand . I held his ﬁw
his right hand on my right |
jift both my legs cven *

again assured me that, I di
system was functioning we
and ASVS. On all these d
dnschargcd to the genera y
on the 6 1 was discharge

At the time of my d ~

I should be very careful wit|
there could be a possibilit
and there has been no prob
a few minutes. 1 have fu

My suggestlol
venomous snakes;

misjudgment can
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The King Cobra o
longest venomous sna
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[n his treatise about t
;ocs include the King ¢
mention 30 specific loca
3 Daniel (1974) des¢

the ‘Fauna’ volume of N
comment on its distributio

}

4+ Ms. Desai (1992) v
the dense forests of Patya
wildlife Sanctuary. She te

5 Subbhash Puranik
when posted in Phonda
(southwest of Kolhapur ) =1
erect upto the shoulders i
a King Cobra the forest ¢
of it. Mr. Puranik adds
(with crossbars on th
concerned te

AN
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FIRST RECOR
(MA
IN THE GU
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Rajbhavas

An account of reptile
prosence ol three species. '“'"
irivittata and Riopa punctak
| have observed a species ¢
Snake Park. After noticing
and 1 observed three other
was identified as Mabuy.

Ihe skink was bronz
adult male the sides
adult male measul
were gravid,

Five vi !
distributed
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A STRANGE F

Calotes versicolor
their larvae and spid
and occasionaly takes smé
as reported by Daniel (1
kinds of large diurnal &
butterflies. 4

Daniel and Shull (
with soft seeds of the |
buds of Tabernae mont
observed this lizard chi

succulent shoots of
observation that
males were oft

occassionally




How not to kill with devo!

The nag panchami is a fes
like Maharashtra, Uttar P!
falls early in August, I
different parts. In Maha
{or some years, attracted
Spakes are caught in la
before devotees in town an
other stuff which the sr
supposed to be released a
because of the force-
because of surreptitious ¢

A news-item from 1
2000, howe or. give
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Down-sizing the Jumbos
The giant Galapage 6 to

weight-reducing, low
weighed ten times (5 /

Walking with feet uy

Keller Autumn, a
College has announcec
down on ceilings not b
commonly believed, bu
a sort of molecular attr

Vitamin-E for resll nc

A study by Ashis |
published in a recent i
rich in Vitamin-E, li
the onset of symptom
reduces snake venom
red blood cells :
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scientists and friends of reptiles and amphibians,




